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at the present stage, but inaccessible yesterday and useless to-
morrow; good for our fathers, and not for ourselves. The
ultimate test of their being good or bad is their power to make
us happier, better and wiser.

Now we may take up again Matthew Arnold's full definition
of culture, and recognize the pith under its apparent clumsiness,
"Getting to know the best which has been thought and said in
the world" is only a means to "our total perfection." But it is
not a direct, still less an automatic means. It enables us "to turn
a stream of fresh and free thought upon our stock notions and
habits." In other words, it is not, like mere knowledge, a bur-
den, however precious j it is a mode of release.

Arduous may be the process of culture: culture means tilling,
and tilling is hard work. But the result is ease. The man of
culture is the one who does the right thing easily. Therefore
culture is neither rebellion nor timorous conformity, for both
of these are painful. The fruit of a "liberal" education, through
the "liberal" arts, it means liberation.

Liberation from the obvious handicaps of rude speech, rough
manners, unkempt appearance, ignorance of essentials: this is
the lowest level of culture, but it should not be scorned. Libera-
tion from childish worries and childish vanities. Liberation also
from the meaner aspects of worldly cares: how hard it is for
those who are too intently engaged in the struggle for bread
or gold to be thoroughly cultivated!

It means chiefly liberation from that sense of inferiority
which leads either to diffidence or to assertiveness. The man of
culture neither shrinks nor blusters. He feels that he can meet
anyone in the land on terms, not of equality, but of mutual
respect. No culture is genuine if it makes either for arrogance

or for servility.1

SUMMARY

Matthew Arnold's definition of culture includes the famous
phrase: "getting to know the best which has been thought and

1 Lists of Notable Books in World Literature will be found in the Appen-
dix.